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SUBJECT: PROPOSED VISIT OF USNEWS ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
J. FRANK DIGGS 

REF: BERLINE 0853 (1973); (B) PRAGUE 1081 (1973) 

1. HEAD OF SIXTH DEPARTMENT OF MFA, ZANOTVSKY, TELEPHONED 
DCM JULY 26 TO DISCUSS VISA APPLICATION OF J. FRANK DIGGS, 

AN ASSOCIATE EDITOR OF US NEWSAND WORLD REPORT. ACCORDING 
TO ZANTOVSKY, DIGGS HAD APPLIED FOR VISA TO VISIT CZECHO- 
SLOVAKIA NOT AS JOURNALIST BUT AS TOURIST. (ZANTOVSKY DID 
NOT KNOW DATE OF PROPOSED VISIT BUT SAID DIGGS WAS COMING 
WITH GROUP ARRANGED BY PANAM.) 

2. ZANTOVSKY SAID MFA PRESS DEPARTMENT HAD BEEN IN TOUCH 
WITH HIM BECAUSE USUAL CZECHOSLOVAK POLICY WAS NOT TO GRANT 
TOURIST VISAS TO JOURNALISTS. THE BELIEF WAS THAT A 
JOURNALIST WAS OF NECESSITY WORKING, OR AT LEAST GATHER- 
ING IMPRESSIONS, AND THE CZECHOSLOVAK AUTORITIES WISHED 

TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE INFORMATION AND TO ASSIST 
ALL FOREIGN JOURNALISTS. 

3. DCM ASKED IF VISA WOULD BE ISSUED. ZANTOVSKY SAID SIXTH 
DEPARTMENT HAD SUPPORTED VISA ISSUANCE, AND IT WOULD 
DEFINITELY BE ISSUED. HOWEVER, HE ASKED EMBASSY TO REQUEST 
THAT MR. DIGGS MAKE HIS VISIT AS JOURNALIST, NOT AS TOURIST. 

4. DEPARTMENT IS AWARE OF PAST DIFFICULTIES IN GETTING VISAS 
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CORRESPONDENT ERIC BOURNE CAME TO PRAGUE IN JULY IT TOOK 
INTERVENTION WITH ZANOTVSKY TO GET VISA ISSUED. DEPARTMENT 
WILL REMEMBER IDENTICAL GOC SENSITIVY WHEN NEW YORK TIMES 
CORRESPONDENT HEDRICK SMITH WAS DETAINED BY CSSR BORDER 
AUTHORITIES AT EAST GERMAN/CZECH FRONTIER IN MAY 1973. AT 
THAT TIME TOO, ZANOTVSKY EXPLAINED DECISION TO REFUSE ENTRY 
TO SMITH AND CONFISCATE HIS NOTES BECAUSE SMITH HAD ALLEGEDLY 
MISREPRESENTED STATUS ON VISA. (SMITH SAID HE WAS BUSINESS- 
MAN RATHER THAN JOURNALIST.) 

5. COMMENT: MFA SEEMS TO BE TAKING FAIRLY REASONABLE ATTI- 
TUDE. IN VIEW OF PAST SENSITIVITIES. AND WITH EYE TO SMOOTH- 
ING THE WAY FOR FUTURE JOURNALISTIC VISITS, WE SUGGEST THAT 
DEPARTMENT - UNLESS IT SEES OBJECTIONS WE ARE UNAWARE 
OF - CONTACT MR. DIGGS, TELL HIM THAT CZECHS HAVE PROM- 
ISED TO ISSUE VISA, AND REQUEST THAT HE TRAVEL AS JOURNALIST 
RATHER THAN AS TOURIST. 
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